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Life during the Covid-19 pandemic has been
an unprecedented experience. | have heard the
lamentations of many people (and especially by the
elderly) —what we have gone through during Covid-19
is not something that anyone has experienced in their
lifetime before...

The need to wear masks when going out is not just
a new-norm for the individual. Across Singapore,
we now witness a national movement of “mask
accessorising”. Such a unified movement is indeed
unparalleled.

Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church (TA) also
led a unified movement when we celebrated our
church's 131st anniversary in August this year. The
Discipleship and Nurture (D&N) Committee launched
the "One Psalm A Day (OPAD)", a 40-day Bible reading
and prayer movement aimed at helping our church

brothers and sisters to draw close to the heart of God
during this pandemic. The practice of reading Psalms
and praying form the pair of spiritual wings, where like
the psalmist, we present our pleas to God. Indeed, as
expressed in Psalm 55:6, | said, “Oh, that I had the
wings of a dove! | would fly away and be at rest.”

Our hearts can indeed still soar even in the midst of
Covid-19. We are subject to many restrictions in this
new normal, and it may take a while before we return
to the pre-Covid familiarity. As long as we spend more
time close to God, we can still live freely even amidst
these constraints. We can learn from apostle Paul. He
enjoyed true freedom in prison even under extreme
conditions of lock-down. This spirit of contentment is
revealed in his letter to the church in Philippi:

I} know what it is to be in need, and | know
what it is to have plenty. | have learned
the secret of being content in any and
every situation, whether well fed or hungry,
whetherlivinginplenty orinwant.Icando all
this through Him who gives me strength. "
(Philippians 4:12-13)

The external environment around us may not have
been relaxed yet, but our hearts can be free. May we
continue to focus single-mindedly and wholeheartedly
on God, , whether in good times or bad times and draw
near to the heart of God!
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A L on OPAD:

Bare Necessity (Psalm 27:4)

Rev Bernard Chng
Assistant Pastor

Suppose in a few years, a young child born post-
COVID were to ask you about the year 2020, what
would you say? We would likely share the many first-
time experiences we had. Perhaps we would recall
the strange feeling of lockdowns, wearing masks, and
online worship services. One memorable experience
for our community of faith here in TA was our Bible
reading movement One Psalm A Day (OPAD). Our
church leadership had made plans since last year for
a church-wide Bible reading movement scheduled for
mid-2020. Little did we realise that the effects of the
pandemic would bring us nearer to the heart of God.

When church doors had to shut in March 2020, we
continued to worship God at home. Many of us
missed the informal, honest conversations we used
to have after worship services. Various ministries
then restarted virtual meetings diligently such that
corporately, we could continue to experience how
God's truth grows amidst the unplanned “blackout.”
Individually, God sought out His people to shine His
light into our hearts and lives. | felt this illuminating
effect through OPAD. As | spent unhurried time in
God's presence through reading God's word and
prayer, | could relate to the psalmist's call to know God.
The Psalms led me to reflect on God's attributes as |
experienced the ups and downs in life. Through this
communion, God's light shone into my life and made
me aware of how my busy life can be a hindrance to
loving those He is calling me to serve. The precious
time with God guided my path for the days ahead
and became timely encouragement that | shared with
others. Truly, God's light is the precious lamp unto our
feet, particularly in these rather dark days.

The Psalms also constantly affirm God as our Salvation,
reminding us of the constant truth that He has saved
us from sin and death. This becomes particularly
poignant as COVID-19 became rampant worldwide. We

do not give in to fear and despair because God is our
shield and refuge. More importantly, God's salvation
is evident through this pandemic as we consider the
meaning of life anew. When our lives were disrupted,
when we carried on with life in the new norm, we had a
renewed opportunity to take hold of what has eternal
value. OPAD became a conduit to our daily communion
with the eternal God through the weekly pattern of
adoration (focusing on God's attributes), confession
or lament (sin and its effect), thanksgivingf for God's
works, and supplication of needs. The community
experience of OPAD has provided opportunities
for fellow brothers and sisters in Christ to share
encouragement and resolutions to abide in God more
consistently. With the gift of Christian accountability
in this community of faith, we point each other to
God. Through these varied ways, God has truly been
our Salvation.

This 40-day experience has reinforced the fundamental
importance of the means of grace God has given His
children in the gifts of the Bible and prayer. By faith,
we draw near to God and find the true rest in Him.
With a pure heart, we accept God's loving invitation of
sweet communion. By a faithful commitment to dwell
in God's presence daily, our lives echo the psalmist's
honest desire, one thing I ask from the Lord, this only
do I seek; that | may dwell in the house of the Lord all
the days of my life, to gaze on the beauty of the Lord
and to seek Him in His temple (Psalm 27:4).

What would you say of this year to those who have
not lived through this COVID-19 pandemic? There
are many things to share. After the OPAD experience
with the TA family, | would certainly retell of this bare
necessity in life | have rediscovered; in all my life
circumstances, | can draw near to God. He who is our
light and our salvation, will lead us on!
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>>>> Reflections on 2020 -

Communications

Jiang Yuan
Communications Ministry

How has 2020 been for you? For me, it has been about
how we fight the virus, and how we adapt to the new
lifestyle. Not only have we started working from home,
we had to home school our children, eat at home,
entertain ourselves at home and even worship at
home! No wonder it was said that Covid is the biggest
driver of digital transformation.

TACMC has always been known as a “traditional”
church in terms of worship style, and we generally
relied on bulletins and personal communication to
reach out to our members. These are important and
will still continue post-Covid, but as a result, TACMC
was not as ready as we would have liked when the
Covid-19 forced our church to go online entirely.

During the early stages of the pandemic, we started
to realize that some people were unable to come to
church for worship, either because they had recently
travelled to affected countries or were concerned
about catching the virus and wanted to stay at home.

We started our first live stream service on 16 Feb
2020. It was a completely new challenge for us, not
only in terms of equipment setup, but also deciding
what scenes to show to online viewers during
each segment.

Ministry

As Covid developed, we were forced to stop having
physical services on 22 March 2020. Services were
offered online, but since this was before the Circuit
Breaker, we were able to record our services in the
church premises. Thank God for blessing our church
with talents from different congregations who served
as audio visual crew to record the services. Each
Saturday, a group of dedicated volunteers would come
to TA2 to record the 3 services.

Recording on Saturday for the
3 services — Pre Circuit Breaker

When the Circuit Breaker was effected on 7 April, the
pastoral team had to transit to record each segment of
the worship service at home. This change meant that
an entirely different skillset in the video production was
required. Previously, the team focused on recording
the video and audio. However, with the sermons pre-
recorded at home, the editing of the audio and video
became more important. God prepared the people
filling various roles to do His work. From those who
planned the order of the service into segments so as
to decide what and whom to record, to video editors
stitching up the segments into a full service, from
the social media team posting the videos online and

Photograph.was taken.before social dista'ncing measures<Tame into effect.




distributing the links each week, to the people who
gave constructive feedback each week, God provided
us with many dedicated people who always tried
their best to produce an optimal video conducive for
worshippers at home.

J Setting up live streaming

With the gradual improvement in the Covid situation
in Singapore, we started having physical holy
communion services with restrictions in place, and on
1st Nov 2020, we were able to have physical Mandarin
and English services (capped at 100 people each),
which were also live-streamed.

This may not be the end of the challenges that we will
face due to the Covid situation,. For me, it has certainly
been a season of learning and experiencing God. |
would like to share my personal takeaway from the
past year.

Jehovah-Jireh! God will provide! Just as Abraham
exclaimed when God provided a ram as a sacrifice
when he was about to sacrifice his son Isaac, this is
the resounding assurance that | have experienced
repeatedly these past months. Each time we had a
need, God provided someone to step in to fill the void.
Throughout the different phases, we needed different
skillsets, yet we never lacked of volunteers who
stepped forward at the right time. Many times, through
the little faith in me, | made plans for the worst-case
scenarios, but He who Provides never ceased to work
wonders. Have you witnessed miracles? | have!

Another lesson | have learnt is about service. Even
though a year may be short, committing to the
same task week on week can be draining. Often, we
lost “steam”, but we had co-workers to rely on, to
encourage and spur one another on in running the
race. Although we could not physically come together
most of the time, this made the virtual encouragement
received even more consistent and timely.

“Joy is not necessarily the absence of suffering, it is

the presence of God."” Often, serving may not be

the easiest of things, but let us fix our eyes on

Jesus and consider what He endured while
here on Earth; we will never lose heart.

Many say that Covid has turned 2020 into
a lost year, but | would say 2020 has been
an abundant year! | have experienced God
tremendously with our church family and have
grown so much in Christ.
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s POWER

PRAYE

callingon

I Grace Sim (Terence Sim's wife)
English Congregation

Terence (51yrs old) kept himself fit. He exercised
regularly and did not drink or smoke. We all thought he
was healthy. So we were all shocked when he suffered
a sudden heart attack on the morning of Tuesday, 21st
April 2020.

That morning, | was awakened at around 7am by
Terence's loud snoring, but on closer look, | realised
that he was gasping for air. His body was stiff and he
was unconscious. We called for the ambulance and the
paramedics instructed our second son, Amos, to do
chest compressions on Terence until the ambulance
arrived.

When the paramedics arrived, Terence was still
unconscious and had no pulse. The paramedics had
to resuscitate him by using defibrillation and CPR.
However, Terence continued to have no pulse until
they reached Khoo Teck Phuat Hospital (KTPH). The
paramedics' parting words to us were to pray and be
prepared for the worst.

At 8.17am, while waiting outside the A&E at KTPH, |
sent a text message to the TACMC prayer intercessors,
with the message that Terence had suffered a cardiac
arrest, and that he had no pulse yet. We called on our
Lord Jesus to save him. Every minute after, | received
a message either from a sister or brother assuring us
that they would intercede for Terence.

Matthew 18:2 “For where two or three
gather in my name, there am | with them."”

Sister Teresa Chan sent a prayer. It was so uplifting.
She prayed......

“We lift Terence to You, O God. Let the grace of Your
divine love flow through Terence's body. Touch his heart
and all the areas in pain. Let his body organs function
normally. Touch his blood vessels and arteries. Let

esus

From “death” to life and to
restoration by Jesus.

his blood flow properly. Cover
Terence with the blood of our
Risen Christ! Bring healing to
all his nerves, especially those
surrounding his heart. Revive
Terence and restore him to full health, in body, mind
and spirit. Bless the doctors with Heavenly wisdom to
help Terence now. In the Powerful Name of our Risen
Christ we pray. Amen."

As this was during the height of the Covid-19 situation,
only Aaron (our eldest son) and | were allowed to be at
the hospital. The rest of the family had to stay at home
to pray with the pastors, like Rev Daniel Lee, Rev Tan,
and other friends and family. We thank them for their
love, concern and prayers.

James 5:14 “Is any sick among you? Let
them call for the elders of the church and
let them pray over him."

We were relieved when the doctor updated us that
Terence's pulse had returned and he was on life
support. The ECG and other test results showed that
there were arteries which were blocked.

Terence had to immediately undergo an angiogram,
and an angioplasty to fix the most critical blockage.
He was heavily sedated for 3 days. During those days,
since we could not visit Terence at the hospital ICU,
we took turns to pray and meditate hourly from 7am to
11pm and earnestly plead to God for Terence's healing.
I requested that the children fast from computer games
and using their hand phone for entertainment, so that
they could focus wholeheartedly on praying.

On Thursday morning, Terence was taken off the drugs
that would keep him sedated. It was the day that he
would have a CT brain scan.



God led me to read John 11 about how Lazarus was
raised from the dead after 4 days. | began to call upon
this same Jesus who raised Lazarus to raise and heal
Terence.

John 11:4 Jesus said, “This sickness
will not end in death. No, it is for God's
glory so that God's son may be glorified
through it."

When the brain scan was being done, all our family
members and Pastor Daniel Lee kneltdown to intercede
for Terence. We thanked the Lord for keeping Terence
alive. We asked God to heal Terence completely.

At 4.30pm that day, we were overjoyed to receive the
call from the doctor where he told us that there was
no major damage to the brain. We were still concerned
however because Terence was not able to follow
commands to move his hands. A few days later, he
could move his hands.

1 John 5:15 “And if we know that he
hears us- whatever we ask- we know
that we have what we asked of him."”

On Terence's 4th day in the hospital, Terence could
move and speak a few words. He could breathe on his
own and so his life support was removed.

The next day, Terence was transferred to the normal
ward. We were all shouting for joy in our hearts. It was
a miracle that Terence survived the heart attack.

Deut 10:21 “He is the one you praise;
he is your God, who performed for you
those great and awesome wonders you
saw with your own eyes."

The next couple of days at the normal ward was
a hurdle that we were not prepared for. Terence's
mental state was more disorientated than we could
imagine. We were told to be patient and to allow
Terence to recuperate from the post-hibernation effect
of the sedatory drugs. He had a fever which caused
hallucinations; mentally he was not doing well and we
were concerned.

But after a few days he started to improve. When |
played familiar praise and worship songs, he could
sing along and that helped to calm him. Whatever had
happened to Terence, we were grateful to have him

back but prayed earnestly that there would be no brain
damage and he would be healed completely.

Isaiah 53:5 and 1 Peter 2:24 “....with His
stripes we are healed.”

Luke 1:37 “For with God nothing shall be
impossible.”

Praise the Lord! On the 10th day , Terence's fever
finally subsided and the doctor decided that he should
go for another angioplasty to clear the arteries that
were blocked. We are thankful that Terence's heart is
functioning well and good. Praise the Lord!

Psalm 63: 3 “ Because Your loving
kindness is better than life, my lips will
praise You."

It is our prayers that all believers and others will be
serious about this loving, merciful and Almighty God,
our Lord Jesus Christ. We can call upon Him anytime
when we need Him!

Terence, our four children, David (Terence's father)
and | are grateful to God and thankful to the many who
prayed and journeyed with us during this time of crisis.

Psalm 138:5 “ May they sing of the
ways of the Lord, for the glory of the Lord
is great.”

The photo was taken one month after the
discharge from KTPH. We celebrated our 25th
Anniversary at home with our family during the
COVID19 circuit breaker.
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nMemory of

Rev Peter Lim Seck Tiong
MIREHUM , 1922 — 2020

I Eulogy by Prof Tan Chew Lim, Lay Leader,
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church

Rev Peter Lim was born and raised in Tanjong Pagar.
He came to Christ at the age of 10 under the influence
of his grandmother. In 1935, he attended Dr John
Sung's revival meeting at Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist
Church (TACMC) where he took the name “Peter”. He
also became a member of TACMC where he taught in
Sunday School as a youth.

It was in this Senior Sunday School at the roof top of
TACMC in the 1960s where | came to know Rev Peter
Lim. The young Rev Lim was a regular speaker at the
Sunday School. He spoke to the youths in perfect
Hokkien (EEZf8#£), not reading from text yet he
spoke fluently and naturally. We learnt many Christian
lessons from his sermons.

Rev Lim would often speak up in LCEC with conviction.
He usually spoke in Hokkien at the LCEC. For many
years, Rev Peter Lim was one of the delegates from
Telok Ayer Church at the Chinese Annual Conference.
He was a notable voice for Telok Ayer Church and was
highly regarded at the conference.

Below is a picture taken at an annual conference held at
Telok Ayer Church. With him were Bishop Fang Chung
Nan (759 E3), Telok Ayer Church Pastor in Charge Rev
Fang Chao Hsi (/5JKER) and District Superintendent
Rev Fang Meng Teck (5 FRE).

Rev Lim made two important contributions to the
historical building of TACMC. First, with the church
front doors - a pair of tall, heavy and strong wooden
doors. These doors were originally meant for the
Hong Kong and Shanghai Bank (HSBC) in Hong Kong.
However, the doors could not fit. Rev Lim came to
know about it. He personally went to Hong Kong to
request the doors be installed at TACMC and arranged
for the doors to be shipped to Singapore and fitted
them where they stand now.



The second memorable contribution happened in
the early 1980's, where there had been a motion to
demolish the TACMC church building to replace it with
a brand new modernised building. Rev Lim was away
and the motion was almost passed. When he learnt
of this, he strongly opposed and halted the motion.
Thanks to his foresight, many years later, TACMC
building was gazetted as a national monument. Today,
TACMC stands firmly and majestically in the financial
district, surrounded by skyscrapers that must be
kept a distance away from the church as required by
the National Monument Board, thanks to Rev Lim's
insistence in keeping this National Treasure.

Rev Lim was one of the pioneers who formed the
Methodist Youth Fellowship or MYF. He was also one
of the early pastors of three Methodist churches, (1)
Fairfield Methodist Church, (2) Barker Road Methodist
Church, when a group of ACS boys wanted to start
a new church and Rev Lim was then an ACS teacher
and came forward to be their first pastor; and (3)
Charis Methodist Church — Rev Lim was the associate
pastor of a newly formed evening service at Geylang
Methodist Church in 1968, which later became Charis.

10 TH AND Il TH FEBRUARY

In 1966, Rev Lim was among those who set the motion

for the Methodist Church of Malaysia and Singapore to
be autonomous from the United Methodist Church. He
became the Secretary of the First General Conference
in 1968. He was also instrumental in the drafting of the
Book of Discipline.

Rev Lim was not only a local pastor but also a teacher.
He taught at Anglo Chinese School for several years. In
1965 Rev Lim joined the then University of Singapore
(now National University of Singapore). He eventually
set up the Office of Alumni Relations and served as its
Director till his retirement.

Rev Lim, thank you for your
inspiring Hokkien sermons
and for doing great things
for TACMC. Thank you for
being a role model in the
NUS Alumni Community.
Rev Lim, | miss your
warm smile and assuring
voice. However, | know we
shall meet again in God's
Kingdom. Till then, so long,
farewell, Rev Lim.
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Small Beginnings,

Abundant

Joshua Khoo
English Congregation

Many people in TA would have noticed that | have a
disproportionately short stature — my arms and legs
are shorter than those of most people. This is an in-
born medical condition called Achondroplasia, which
also gives me weak and frail bones. From birth, my
spinal cord has been narrower at the lower segment
and this put pressure on my nerves. Despite this, | have
been experiencing God's grace in many instances in
my life.

As a toddler, | had to undergo physiotherapy and see a
specialist three times a week. My parents had to take
care of the medical expenses and shuttled me to and
from these sessions. | witnessed God's sacrificial love
for His child through my parents' sacrifices for me.

When | was four years old, a miracle happened at the
swimming pool. Despite my condition, | was fearless
and jumped excitedly into the pool. By the prompting
of the Holy Spirit, my dad somehow released me
slowly from his grip at the pool, and told me to walk.
Miraculously, | took my first step forward on my own.
When | took a second step without any assistance, my
dad broke into tears, as he had witnessed a miracle.
He heard the voice of God saying, “This is my beloved
son, whom | love."

Growing up, | found my passion in photography. Being
able to capture human expressions through the lens
of a camera allows me to express myself better. It
has been God's priceless gift to me. In 2014, | was
interviewed by LianHe ZaoBao, our local newspaper,
to share my story . This has opened up opportunities
to be invited by schools to give motivational talks.
With no significant achievements or glowing results to
show, | had my doubts. But | soon realised each hurdle
| overcame was a testimony of God's grace to me.

2020 has been adifficult year for many due to Covid-19.
I, too, did not have a good start into the year. Three
relatives passed away - life seemed so fragile. In mid-
2020, | received yet another blow — | was retrenched. |
questioned my abilities and was momentarily shaken,
not knowing what the future holds. | decided to channel
my energies back to my passion — photography — and
started reconnecting with friends.

In August, | would join in the annual Nation Day
Celebration and take photographs during my leisure
time. In the midst of this, God presented yet another
opportunity - | was interviewed by Channel 8 for a
special National Day feature. | could not comprehend
what happened but was immensely touched by how
God continues to open doors for me.

As a photographer with a small build, I have to
overcome many more hurdles than those who are
bigger. | have to jostle for positions to take the best
photos, even with tripods taller than me. I have to heave
heavy equipment which strains my small frame. Yet, in
every opportunity that God presents me, | am blessed
to be able to play a part in capturing special moments.
| give thanks for how God has been shaping me. Small
in my beginnings, yet receiving God's abundant grace.

This verse has seen me through many seasons, “Be
strong and courageous. Do not be frightened,
and do not be dismayed, for the Lord your God
is with you wherever you go."-Joshua 1:9

And guess what?!? | was actually re-hired back to my
previous job towards the end of the year!!! How can |
not praise God for His unceasing provision?
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Find out more about Jesus with the
Telok Ayer Chinese Methodist Church community.
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MERRY CHRISTMAS!
GOD LOVES YOU

*Christmas at Home 2020+

Christmas celebrates the birth of Jesus Christ, who is the physical embodiment of God's love and
salvation for this world.

2020 has been an unsettling and unforgettable year. As the coronavirus situation is still not resolved,
Christmas this year will be a home affair, hence “Christmas at Home." An "at-home" affair does not imply
private affair. This Christmas season, invite non-believing friends and family to your place to enjoy a meal
and watch an evangelistic video prepared by the church. We hope that our loving invitation and hospitality

will be a tangible representation of God's love during this Christmas season.

In this edition of “Ripples from the Bay,” you will find a Christmas card at the back cover. You may
personalize it with a Christmas message and give it to your guests when they come over for a Christmas
meal at your place.



